
Conion C100F Dial Light LED Replacement Procedure 

 

I want to preface this installation guide by first and foremost want to thank you  for purchasing this 

package from me.  I will stand by the product for the life of the product. 

Last but not least, these radios are 20+ years old, so proceed carefully and don’t get over zealous with 

cranking on the screws or disassembly process.  For the average person, this should only take 30-60 

minutes…..depending on your skill level , this time can vary, so leave yourself time to do this properly! 

Let us begin: 

1) Remove the 8 screws that hold the back in.  The screws are 3 different lengths, this guide will 

show where each one should go, so remove the following  nine screws: 

 

2) Carefully separate the back from the front, use caution as the antenna and power cables are 

attached to the back of the radio and must be removed: 



 

 

The white single wire may be permanently connected the board and to the antenna block.  You MUST 

disconnect it so the back of the radio is completely out of the way.  If not,  you risk knocking over the 

front or worse damaging the board if  you knock over the back by accident.  You can cut the wire in half, 



or de-solder it from the antenna block.  That detail is up to you as the owner.  I cut mine in half and used 

a male/female solder less connectors  you can get from home depot so that in the future it will be 

removable if the need arises. 

 



 

3) Remove the following knobs on the front of the radio: 

 

4) Make sure the lower tape deck is open (ejected) 



 

5) Remove the following frame rail screws: 





 

6) Disconnect the dial light pigtail wire connect by pulling GENTLY straight out: 

 

7) At this point you are ready to begin the installation of the dial package.  Slide the left side of the 

frame rail out about 2 inches.  It is NOT necessary to completely remove the frame rail 



assembly from the front of the body.  We are only concerned with removing the existing dial 

light circuit board from the black frame rail assembly. 

Since we are at a critical point its worth mentioning that the board “slides” into the black frame 

rail and is secured with a locking tab that is molded into the frame rail.  I CAN’T EMPHASIS 

ENOUGH ABOUT HOW FRAGILE the plastic may or may not be.  You don’t have to YANK on it to 

get the board to slide out.  So use a small flat head JEWELERS screw driver to gently pull the tab 

AWAY from the board (to the left) and “push” the old circuit board towards the front of the 

radio.   When successful, you should have the old dial light with the wire pigtail hanging from it. 

 

You must now remove the two wires from the board and solder them into the new board.  

POLARITY  IS NOT IMPORTANT, SO PUT ONE WIRE IN EACH HOLE AND SOLDER IT AND IT WILL 

WORK!  If you’ve sent me your pigtail ahead of time, this step does not apply to you. 

 

8) Install the new board into the slots with the LEDS facing the dial light, make sure the locking tab 

“snaps” into place when it is fully seated, this side will be complete: 



 

9) Remove the screw that holds the back plate of the VU meters, you will also see an alignment pin 

made of plastic.  The metal plate REMAINS, place the VU LED boards over the mounting hole 

and align the board so that it is parallel to the VU meter assembly.  The metal plate will make it 

difficult to install and balance unless your special and have grown a third hand, the result should 

look like this: 



 

 

10) You will find the at it is a VERY tight/odd fit for the top left led, just make sure you align the led 

so that it is as close to the front of the dial light as possible.  Do the same for the left lower led 

as well.  Even if it’s not 100% flush with the dial lens,  it will still illuminate properly.  The next 

alignment requires some balancing but easy to do. 

The LEDS under the VU meters “should” be aligned without issue, but during shipping the VU 

LEDS may have shift or bent from where they are supposed to be.  This will cause a focus issue, 

so ensure the LEDS are relatively close to this configuration. 





 

11) You can do a test alignment easily so that you are 100% satisfied with the installation (you can 

skip this step completely if you are not comfortable with the following procedure, the default 

locations from the above pictures will still yield a very good result).  Plug in the pigtail wire that 

you soldered back into the board assembly and turn the POWER SWITCH ON THE FRONT OF THE 

C100F to the on position.  Grab the back of the radio and reconnect the indicated wire below.  

Plug in the radio to the wall outlet and the dial lights will shine, the rest of the radio will be off 

(for  your protection).  USE EXTREME CAUTION THAT NOTHING SOMES NEAR THE POWER 

CIRCUIT BOARD AND CERTAINLY DON’T TOUCH ANY PART OF THAT BOARD WITH YOUR 

FINGERS OR HANDS, THAT IS LIVE VOLTAGE!!! 



 

Now that its lit, you can use a very thin narrow screw driver to align the LEDS BELOW THE VU 

METERS so that the center focus comes right under the center of each graphic within the VU 

meter by move the LED left to right.  Once this is done, DISCONNEC T THE POWER CORD and 

then remove the wire from the power board. 

12) The  modification is complete.   

13) Remember you must also carefully realign the frame rail back to the front of the radio and 

reassemble the radio reversing the procedure at step 5. 

 

I hope you enjoy your newly modified C100F LED dial lights. 

Issues can be sent to chris@kittmaster.com 

Chris/kittmaster 


